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FOR RELEASE FRIDAY, MARCH m
Dr. Robert S . Hoffmann, a s s o c ia te  p ro fe sso r  o f  zoology a t  Montana S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity , w i l l  spend 10 months doing re se a rc h  in  the S o v ie t  Union under a 
N ational Academy o f S c ie n ce s-N a tio n a l R esearch  Council g ra n t, MSU P re s id e n t H. K. 
Newburn announced.
The gran t was arranged under the Inter-Academ y Exchange Agreement between the 
N ational Academy o f S c ien ces in  the United S ta te s  and the S o v ie t  Academy o f S c ie n c e s . 
In a tw o-year p erio d , 20 American sc h o la rs  w i l l  v i s i t  the S o v ie t  Union fo r  v a ry in g  
len gth s o f tim e under t h is  program, which i s  p a rt o f the broader In te r c u ltu r a l  
Exchange program o f the two governments, Dr. Newburn e x p la in e d .
Dr. Hoffmann w i l l  engage in  the same type o f re se a rc h  he has been c a rry in g  on 
at the U n iv e rs ity  s in ce  1958  in  c o lla b o ra t io n  w ith  Dr. R ichard  D. Taber o f the 
School o f F o r e s t r y . T heir s tu d ie s  o f the A lp in e eco logy  o f t h is  se c t io n  o f the
■s
world are  supported by N ation al Scien ce Foundation g ra n ts . In  the S o v ie t  Union,
Dr. Hoffmann w i l l  be making com parative s tu d ie s  o f the A lp in e eco logy  o f the Cen­
t r a l  A sian  m ountains. He d e fin e s  A lp ine eco logy  as a  branch o f b io lo g y  d e a lin g  
with the mutual r e la t io n s  between organism s and t h e ir  environm ents in  mountainous 
re g io n s .
The MSU z o o lo g is t  and h is  fa m ily  w i l l  le a v e  in  May fo r  Moscow, where he w i l l  
check in  w ith  the S o v ie t  Academy. He w i l l  then go to  Alma-Ata, c a p i t a l  o f Kazakh­
stan , h is  base fo r  s tu d ie s  to  be conducted in  the Tyan-Shan M ountains.
Dr. Hoffmann b e lie v e s  he i s  the f i r s t  fo re ig n  re se a rc h e r  to  be allow ed to  do 
f i e ld  work in  the U .S .S .R . away from the la r g e  c i t i e s  in  European R u ss ia . The 
nature o f h is  re se a rc h  re q u ire s  study in  the f i e l d ,  and he has succeeded in  g e t t in g  
perm ission to  t r a v e l  in to  the mountains in  the v i c i n i t y  o f Alm a-Ata.
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He w i l l  spend the sp rin g , summer and f a l l  in  Kazakhstan and w i l l  d iv id e  h is  
time during the w in ter months between Moscow and Len ingrad, u sin g  museums, c o n s u lt­
in g  other s c ie n t i s t s  and w r it in g  a re p o rt  o f h is  f i e l d  f in d in g s .
Dr. Hoffmann’ s equipment fo r  the ve n tu re , b e s id e s  h is  s c i e n t i f i c  c r e d e n t ia ls , 
in clu d es a  nodding acquaintance w ith  the R u ssian  lan gu age. He has been stu d yin g  
Russian o f f  and on fo r  some tim e and, w h ile  he doesn ’ t  c la im  flu e n c y , he has a c ­
quired enough to  be h e lp fu l .  He has a ls o  made co n ta cts  w ith  S o v ie t  s c i e n t i f i c  
co lleag u es through correspondence about h is  re se a rc h  a t  MSU and exchange o f sp e c­
imens .
He concedes, however, th a t  ta k in g  h is  w ife  and t h e ir  fo u r c h ild re n , ran g in g  
in  age from 10 y e a rs  to  th re e  months, may pose problem s. Housing w i l l  be arranged  
fo r  them, but he doesn ’ t  y e t  know ju s t  what p ro v is io n s  he can make fo r  the c h i l ­
dren ’ s s c h o o lin g .
The Hoffmanns w i l l  to u r Europe a f t e r  h is  work in  the S o v ie t  Union i s  completed 
and re tu rn  to  M issou la  in  the sp rin g  o f 19 6 ^ .
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